
ROUTE OVERVIEW
The Umbwe route is one of the shortest and most challenging routes on Mount Kilimanjaro. Due to the fast 
ascent to high altitude, this route does not provide the necessary stages for acclimatization. It is the best 
route for those who prefer fewer crowds, although the chances of success are also low on this route. Umbwe 

Approaching from the south, the Umbwe route is a steep and direct climb. After reaching Barranco Camp, 

acclimatisation.

The landscape gradually changes to moorland from rainforest, and consequently vegetation becomes sparse and 

trekkers can clearly see Kibo in a distance. 
The Umbwe camp is pretty busy, this is because it joining hikers from the Machame Lemosho and Shira route here.

DAY 2 Umbwe Cave Camp – Barranco Camp

The camp is situated in between large evergreen trees and undergrowth. Followed by dinner and overnight.

Environment: Montane forest

Umbwe Gate – Umbwe Cave CampDAY 1
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Umbwe Route
7 Days, 6 Nights



enjoy lunch, dinner, and overnight. Although the day end  at the same elevation, this day is very important for 

Environment: Alpine Desert

Barranco Camp – Lava Tower – Barranco CampDAY 3

Habitat: Alpine Desert

Barranco Camp - Karanga CampDAY 4

Kibo can be seen.

Habitat: Alpine Desert

Karanga Camp - Barafu CampDAY 5
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towards Stella Point at the crater rim. This part of the hike is the most mentally and physically challenging portion of 

although it is dictated by the season you are taking for the hike. The summit, Uhuru Peak – the highest point on 
Kilimanjaro and all of Africa, is just an hour ascend from Stella Point.

will have your last dinner and overnight on the Kilimanjaro.

Habitat: Arctic

Barafu Hut to Uhuru Peak to Mweka CampsiteDAY 6

on the lower elevations can be rather wet and muddy, so the gaiters and trekking poles might come handy. 
There will be a vehicle waiting at the gate to take you back to your accommodation in Moshi.

Habitat: Rain Forest

Mweka Campsite to Mweka GateDAY 7
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